
The topic for Spring 2013 is: “Visual Science and Diseases of the Retina and Optic 
Nerve”. We will cover the basics of visual neuroscience including measurement of 
light, anatomy and physiology of the retina and behavioral measures of visual 
function. However, our focus will be how this information is used to better 
understand the mechanisms of diseases affecting the retina and optic nerve (e.g. 
glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, diabetic retinopathy, retinitis pigmentosa, 
achromatopsia, etc.). 
     Most of the readings will be from primary sources. Grades will be based upon 
class preparation, class participation and a written paper. Note: this is a seminar so 
unexcused absence will significantly affect your grade. 
  


